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Ontario Election Health Care Primer:
Health Coalition Brings Warning and Outlines Key Issues as the Writ Drops

Toronto — As the writ was dropped for the June 2 provincial election, the Ontario Health Coalition warned against
unprecedented health care privatization and called for it to be a key election issue. The Coalition also outlined a set of
health care priorities for Ontarians.

First, on privatization: The Ford government is privatizing an array of health care services, including in seniors' care
where 4,500 residents and staff have now died as a result of COVID-19 alone, one of the worst records in the world.
The majority of the deaths are in for-profit long-term care homes. Untold numbers of residents also died of horrific
neglect. Yet, the Coalition reports, despite Mr. Ford’s promises, no one has been held accountable. Not one long-term
care home operator has been fined. Not one has lost its license.

Despite media reports that contain false information, this is not a question of cost. Under the Mike Harris
Conservative government in the 1990s, Ontario began funding for-profit corporations to build long-term care homes
that they would then operate for their own profit. This has continued ever since. The public funds the building of the
long-term care homes, whether they are built by for-profit, non-profit or public entities. The current capital funding
program is here. The for-profit long-term care industry is largely a real estate and equity investment industry, in it to
take out as much profit as possible. They are not building free homes as a gift to elderly Ontarians.

The Coalition warns that the current privatization of long-term care, unless it is stopped by the next provincial
government, is an issue that will impact millions of Ontarians for an entire generation to come. By his government's
own admission, Doug Ford is midstream in privatizing more than 18,000 long-term care beds, under new 30-year
licenses. There are 31,000 long-term care beds with licenses that are about to expire in Ontario. Those are old,
outdated beds with licenses that end in July 2025 and they must be rebuilt. The public is paying for those beds to be
redeveloped and, on top of them, for approximately 15,000 new beds, promised by all of the major Ontario political
parties. If the Ford government succeeds in handing tens of thousands of these beds are privatized to the for-profits,
then those for-profit, mostly chain companies, will own and operate those beds for their own profit -- paid by the
public and residents -- for the next entire generation.

We are at a crossroads. The 46,000 new and rebuilt beds can tip the balance in Ontario's long-term care back to a
majority of non-profit and publicly owned homes; a balance that was tipped to become majority private for-profit
when the Mike Harris government privatized thousands of long-term care beds. The Coalition has called on all Ontario
political parties to stop the handover of these tens of thousands of long-term care beds that we - the public - are
paying for, to for-profit companies and instead to build them as public and non-profit beds.

"We watched in horror as thousands of long-term care residents died, many preventably, and most of them in for-
profit homes,” she said. “Here, in modern day Ontario, people died of dehydration, of starvation, of complete lack of
care and negligence. At the same time, the for-profit owners of the long-term care homes responsible for their well-
being took literally tens of millions of dollars each month in profits for themselves.”
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“It is a blight on the soul of our province and our nation,” she warned. “Not only has the Ford government failed to
hold the companies responsible for such suffering accountable in any way, he is actually rewarding them with
thousands of 30-year contracts. It is horrific.”

“As a people, as a province, we cannot let the deaths and suffering of the thousands of human beings and their
families go in vain. We are asking media to tell this story. We are asking Ontarians to make sure that when candidates
come to their doors, they are told to stop the privatization of long-term care and improve care. It will matter for
millions of Ontarians for an entire generation to come."

The Coalition -- which represents more than 750,000 Ontarians, 400 member organizations, and a network of 40
chapters across the province —is calling on all political parties to stop the for-profit privatization of health care and
finally really make the improvements needed in long-term care.

The Coalition is calling on all provincial parties to do the following:

e Stop the privatization of health care and expand our public and non-profit health care institutions and
services.

e Commit to bring Ontario’s funding for health care up to the average of the rest of Canada, as Ontario currently
funds our health care at the lowest rate of any province.

e Commit to a minimum requirement of 4-hours of care per resident per day in each and every long-term care
home, for real. The Ford government has set 4-hours of care per resident per day as a "target" delayed to
three years from now. They have also expressly given themselves the power to change that target timeline to
delay it further in their new Long-Term Care Act. They have also written the Act in such a way to ensure that
no single long-term care home actually can be held accountable for that target, which is an average across
every home across the province. Thus, to date, it is meaningless PR that needs to be made real.

e Reinstate the comprehensive inspections in long-term care that were cancelled by the current government
and conduct a surprise inspection of every home within one year. Ford said, in response to the military reports
revealing horrific conditions in long-term care, that he would bring back the inspections. He did not do so.
Then last fall, the long-term care minister of the Ford government again announced it would bring back the
inspections they cancelled, but they have delayed this by two years, until after the provincial election. These
inspections must be reinstated immediately.

e Hold long-term care operators responsible for egregious negligence and non-compliance, including meaningful
fines, revocation of licenses, and criminal charges where warranted. Not one long-term care home operator
has been fined. Not one has lost their license. There has been no accountability.

e Recognize, respect and uphold the human rights of residents in long-term care, including the right to have
family caregivers, the right to consent to care, the right to be treated with dignity and quality.

e Uphold the principle of single-tier health care and stop two-tier charges for needed health care services in
private COVID testing & other private clinics, and as a result of the erosion of our public health care services.

“Ontario is one of the wealthiest provinces,” said Mehra. “We cannot go back to the same patterns of growing
inequality and inadequate care before the pandemic. We must safeguard our principles and rebuild a health care
system in the public interest to serve Ontarians for the next generation. These issues should be key election issues.”
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